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	Re:
	Proposed Angling Regulation Changes for the Coquihalla River in Region 2 (Lower Mainland) 


 
To Whom it May Concern,

An opening for angling of summer run steelhead in the Coquihalla River above the downstream entrance to the lower railway tunnel is under consideration.  Two options for a proposed opening are as follows;
Option 1:

· Open July 15, 2006 until April 30, 2007
· release all trout/char, including steelhead

· artificial fly only (bait ban)

Option 2:

· Open late-August, 2006 (following a swim count to confirm adult returns >210) until  April 30, 2007
· release all trout/char, including steelhead

· artificial fly only (bait ban)

Due to declining steelhead stocks associated with development in the valley, along with reduced ocean survival, the (upper) Coquihalla has been closed to fishing since 1993, with recent temporary openings in 1996 and in the fall 2002 for six weeks (Sept 19 to Oct 31, 2002) when justified by improved returns.  
Swim counts indicate that over the last 5 years the annual average adult return to the Coquihalla River was over 200 adults, indicating the population is in the Routine Management Zone.  In addition, adults returning in 2006/07 were produced from years of high adult returns.  A small increase in ocean survival of steelhead in rivers flowing into Georgia Basin has also recently been noted.

An opening in 2006 would provide a high quality angling opportunity, and would be carefully monitored.  A fishery assessment, by numerous roving creel surveys, and regular stock assessment involving snorkel surveys would be conducted.  The opening would be subject to early closure, either full river or certain sections, if a risk to the stock was evident from various factors, including:
· high water temperatures or low water volumes 

· snorkel counts revealing low returns
· evidence of unacceptable fish mortality
· inability to adequately monitor fishery or stock abundance
If we proceed with the opening, once the results are reviewed, options for an annual opening of the Coquihalla would then be considered.

The proposed opening is concurrent with habitat restoration work in the Coquihalla River watershed that is being conducted by the Georgia Basin Steelhead Recovery Program, including an enrichment project to increase stream productivity financed by the Habitat Conservation Trust Fund, and in-stream habitat restoration work recently completed on Karen Creek financed the BC Ministry of Transportation, Habitat Conservation Trust Fund, and Terasen Gas. 

The deadline for comments on the proposed Coquihalla River opening is July 1st, 2006.

Feedback on the proposed opening (and option preferred, if applicable) may be in the form of a letter addressed to myself at the address below, or in an email (to greg.wilson@gov.bc.ca), with “2006 Coquihalla consultation” in the subject line. 

Thanks for your time and input, 

Greg Wilson, M.Sc. R.P.Bio.

Fisheries Biologist
